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More difficult and dangerous work still lies 
ahead. The terrorists have a history of esca-
lating their attacks before Iraq’s major polit-
ical milestones, and two elections are fast ap-
proaching. In 2 weeks, Iraqis will vote on a 
democratic constitution, and if that constitu-
tion is approved, they will return to the polls 
later this year to elect a fully constitutional 
government. 

As Iraqis take these next steps on the path 
to freedom and democracy, the terrorists will 
do everything they can to stop this progress 
and try to break our will. They will fail. De-
feating the terrorists in Iraq will require 
more time and more sacrifice. Yet all Ameri-
cans can have confidence in the military com-
manders who are leading the effort in Iraq 
and in the troops under their command. 
They have made important gains in recent 
weeks and months. They are adapting our 
strategy to meet the needs on the ground, 
and they’re helping us to bring victory in the 
war on terror. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, 
combatant commander, U.S. Central Command; 
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, commanding 
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; and senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks Announcing the 
Nomination of Harriet E. Miers To 
Be an Associate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court 

October 3, 2005 

In our great democracy, the Supreme 
Court is the guardian of our constitutional 
freedoms and the protector of our founding 
promise of equal justice under the law. Over 
the past 5 years, I’ve spoken clearly to the 
American people about the qualities I look 
for in a Supreme Court Justice. A Justice 
must be a person of accomplishment and 
sound legal judgment. A Justice must be a 
person of fairness and unparalleled integrity. 
And a Justice must strictly apply the Con-

stitution and laws of the United States, and 
not legislate from the bench. 

This summer I nominated an individual to 
the High Court who embodies all these char-
acteristics. And this morning our Nation can 
be proud when John Roberts opens a new 
Supreme Court session as the 17th Chief Jus-
tice of the United States. 

It is now my duty to select a nominee to 
fill the seat that will be left vacant by the 
retirement of Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. 
Once again, I considered a wide variety of 
distinguished Americans from different walks 
of life. Once again, we consulted with Demo-
crats and Republicans in the United States 
Senate. We received good advice from more 
than 80 Senators. And once again, one person 
stood out as exceptionally well suited to sit 
on the highest court of our Nation. 

This morning I’m proud to announce that 
I am nominating Harriet Ellan Miers to serve 
as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 
For the past 5 years, Harriet Miers has 
served in critical roles in our Nation’s Gov-
ernment, including one of the most impor-
tant legal positions in the country, White 
House Counsel. She has devoted her life to 
the rule of law and the cause of justice. She 
will be an outstanding addition to the Su-
preme Court of the United States. 

Harriet was born and raised in Dallas, 
Texas. She attended public schools. When ill-
ness struck her family during her freshman 
year in college, Harriet went to work to help 
pay for her own education. She went on to 
receive a bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
and a law degree from Southern Methodist 
University. 

Over the course of a distinguished legal 
career, Harriet has earned the respect and 
admiration of her fellow attorneys. She has 
a record of achievement in the law, as well 
as experience as an elected member of the 
Dallas City Council. She served at high levels 
of both State and Federal Government. Be-
fore State and Federal courts, she has tried 
cases and argued appeals that covered a 
broad range of matters. She’s been a leader 
in the American Bar Association and has 
been recognized by the National Law Journal 
as one of the most powerful attorneys in 
America. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 22:19 Oct 11, 2005 Jkt 208250 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P40OCT4.007 P40OCT4



1488 Oct. 3 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

Harriet’s greatest inspiration was her 
mother, who taught her the difference be-
tween right and wrong and instilled in Har-
riet the conviction that she could do anything 
she set her mind to. Inspired by that con-
fidence, Harriet became a pioneer in the 
field of law, breaking down barriers to 
women that remained even after a genera-
tion—remained a generation after President 
Reagan appointed Justice O’Connor to the 
Supreme Court. 

Harriet was the first woman to be hired 
at one of Dallas’s top law firms, the first 
woman to become president of that firm, the 
first woman to lead a large law firm in the 
State of Texas. Harriet also became the first 
woman president of the Dallas Bar Associa-
tion and the first woman elected president 
of the State Bar of Texas. In recognition of 
her achievements paving the way for women 
lawyers, Harriet’s colleagues in Texas have 
honored her with numerous awards, most re-
cently the Sandra Day O’Connor Award for 
professional excellence. 

Harriet has built a reputation for fairness 
and integrity. When I came to office as the 
Governor of Texas, the Lottery Commission 
needed a leader of unquestioned integrity. 
I chose Harriet because I knew she would 
earn the confidence of the people of Texas. 
The Dallas Morning News said that Harriet 
insisted on a system that was fair and honest. 
She delivered results. 

Harriet has also earned a reputation for 
her deep compassion and abiding sense of 
duty. In Texas, she made it her mission to 
support better legal representation for the 
poor and underserved. As president of the 
Dallas Bar, she called on her fellow lawyers 
to volunteer and staff free neighborhood clin-
ics. She led by example. She put in long 
hours of pro bono work. Harriet Miers has 
given generously of her time and talent by 
serving as a leader with more than a dozen 
community groups and charities, including 
the Young Women’s Christian Association, 
Child Care Dallas, Goodwill Industries, Exo-
dus Ministries, Meals on Wheels, and the 
Legal Aid Society. Harriet’s life has been 
characterized by service to others, and she 
will bring that same passion for service to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

I’ve given a lot of thought to the kind of 
people who should serve on the Federal judi-
ciary. I’ve come to agree with the late Chief 
Justice William Rehnquist, who wrote about 
the importance of having judges who are 
drawn from a wide diversity of professional 
backgrounds. Justice Rehnquist himself 
came to the Supreme Court without prior 
experience on the bench, as did more than 
35 other men, including Byron White. And 
I’m proud to nominate an outstanding 
woman who brings a similar record of 
achievement in private practice and public 
service. 

Under the Constitution, Harriet’s nomina-
tion now goes before the United States Sen-
ate for confirmation. The American people 
expect Harriet’s hearings to be handled with 
the same respect and civility that character-
ized the last three Supreme Court confirma-
tions—those of Chief Justice Roberts, Justice 
Breyer, and Justice Ginsburg. 

In its consideration of Chief Justice Rob-
erts’ nomination, the Senate made it clear 
that a well-qualified nominee, committed to 
strictly interpret the law, can be confirmed 
promptly and by a large bipartisan majority. 
As the new Chief Justice said at his swearing 
in last week, ‘‘The Senate vote affirmed the 
bedrock principle that judging is different 
from politics.’’ I believe that Senators of both 
parties will find that Harriet Miers’ talent, 
experience, and judicial philosophy make her 
a superb choice to safeguard the constitu-
tional liberties and equality of all Americans. 

Harriet Miers will strictly interpret our 
Constitution and laws. She will not legislate 
from the bench. I ask the Senate to review 
her qualifications, thoroughly and fairly, and 
to vote on her nomination promptly. 

This morning I again thank Justice O’Con-
nor for her 24 years of service on the Su-
preme Court, including some additional time 
that she had not planned on. In selecting a 
nominee, I’ve sought to find an American of 
grace, judgment, and unwavering devotion to 
the Constitution and laws of our country. 
Harriet Miers is just such a person. 

I’ve known Harriet for more than a dec-
ade. I know her heart; I know her character. 
I know that Harriet’s mother is proud of her 
today, and I know her father would be proud 
of her too. I’m confident that Harriet Miers 
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will add to the wisdom and character of our 
judiciary when she is confirmed as the 110th 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

Harriet, thank you for agreeing to serve. 
Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Harriet E. Miers. 

The President’s News Conference 
October 4, 2005 

The President. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. Yesterday I nominated an outstanding 
individual to serve on the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Over the past three dec-
ades, Harriet Miers has built a stellar record 
of accomplishment in the law. She’s been a 
model of service to our country and to our 
citizens. I’ve known her for more than 10 
years. I know her character. She’s a woman 
of principle and deep conviction. She shares 
my philosophy that judges should strictly in-
terpret the laws and the Constitution of the 
United States and not legislate from the 
bench. 

I appreciate the reception that Harriet has 
gotten on Capitol Hill. I expect the Senate 
to conduct fair hearings and to hold an up- 
or-down vote on Harriet’s nomination by 
Thanksgiving. 

Congress has got other important work to 
do, starting with our response to the Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita. We here in Wash-
ington have got a vital role to play in the 
recovery and reconstruction efforts on the 
gulf coast. I’ve made that clear. I’ve also 
made it clear we must do so in a fiscally re-
sponsible way. Congress needs to pay for as 
much of the hurricane relief as possible by 
cutting spending. I’ll work with Members of 
Congress to identify offsets to free up money 
for the reconstruction efforts. I will ask them 
to make even deeper reductions in the man-
datory spending programs than are already 
planned. As Congress completes action on 
the 2006 appropriations bills, I call on Mem-
bers to make real cuts in nonsecurity spend-
ing. 

The heart of America is big enough to be 
generous and responsible at the same time. 

One of our most important obligations is to 
ensure that hundreds of thousands of stu-
dents displaced by the storms can continue 
with their studies. Congress needs to provide 
assistance to States and local school districts 
that have taken these children in, whether 
the schools are public or private. 

As the Federal Government meets its re-
sponsibilities, the people of the gulf coast 
must also recognize its limitations. The en-
gine that drives growth and job creation in 
America is the private sector, and the private 
sector will be the engine that drives the re-
covery of the gulf coast. So I’ve outlined a 
set of policies to attract private investment 
to the affected areas, to encourage small 
business development and to help workers 
in need get back on their feet. These policies 
are vital to our efforts to help the good folks 
who’ve suffered down there in Louisiana and 
Mississippi and Alabama. And I call on Con-
gress to include these measures in the recov-
ery legislation that they send to my desk. 

The storms that hit our gulf coast also 
touched every American with higher prices 
at the gas pump. They highlighted a problem 
I’ve been talking about since I’ve come to 
Washington. We need more refining capac-
ity. It ought to be clear to everybody that 
this country needs to build more refining ca-
pacity to be able to deal with the issues of 
tight supply. We haven’t built a new refinery 
since the 1970s. And so I look forward to 
working with Congress to pass reasonable law 
that will allow current refiners to expand and 
to encourage the construction of new refin-
eries. 

We also got to continue to make sure we 
meet our obligations to prevent further ter-
rorist attack. One of the most important, ef-
fective tools for safeguarding our country is 
the PATRIOT Act. This good law allows law 
enforcement officers to hunt down terrorists 
with many of the same tools they already use 
to fight organized crime and drug dealers. 
The PATRIOT Act is getting results. It’s a 
positive piece of legislation. Parts of it are 
set to expire. Congress needs to recognize 
that terrorist threats won’t expire, and so they 
need to send me a bill that reauthorizes the 
PATRIOT Act. 
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